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in a houseboat on Dal Lake, and to see the graceful droop
of willows by the water's edge, and the dark, proud columns
of poplars reflected in the mirror-like surface glowing with
the delicate lemons and lotus pinks of the Kashmir dawn.
Kashmiri villages are dirtier and smellier, if possible, than
villages in other parts of the sub-continent; but the people
are golden-skinned and cheerful, and so much in keeping
with the flower-decked water meadows that one tends to
forget their depressing communal habits, and to think
instead of the regularity with which their gleaming bodies
sparkle in the sun as they splash in the muddy water near
the Bund at Srinagar, and beside temple steps.
When the Sikh discussed the problems of fighting high
up in the hills of the Himalayas, I remembered a camp on
Mohanmurg where the chief joy was to sit in the late evening
as the sun went down about ten o'clock at night and watch
the pageant of the peaks to the east, with Mount Haramac
towering above his snow-clad companions. The lower
ranges, with thick pine forests skirting the Sind Valley, were
shrouded in obscurity ; but the higher peaks were floodlit
by the golden glory of the declining sun, disappearing one
by one as the slanting rays slid over their crests, until
Haramac's head glowed alone against the royal sky, like a
cloud given form and substance.
When a dining-car conversation starts in India, it is apt
to last quite a time. The reason is simple. No member of
the party can get up and walk back to his coach. To have
a meal it is necessary to climb down at one of the stations
and make one's way along the platform. The return journey
.is made after the same fashion, in the fullness of time.
The rest of the1 trip is spent in the ship's stateroom-on-
wheels, with two or four berths, which is the commonest
form of compartment in either first or second class, or air-
conditioned coaches on the Indian railways.
By the end of my encounter with the junior ranks of the
Indian Army, I had gathered a great deal of information